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1. BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY FISHERY OFFICIAL (JANSSEN) 
INFORMED MISSION OFFICER JULY 28 THAT LICENSES TO BE 
ISSUED BY THE GOB FOR US VESSELS OPERATING IN THE ERENCH 
GUIANA SHRIMP FISHERY WOULD BE VALID ONLY THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1977. MISSION OFEICER PROTESTED THAT IT 
WAS USG'S CLEAR UNDERSTANDING FROM DISCUSSION WITH 
COMMISSION OFFICIALS AND FROM READING OF EC REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING FRENCH GUIANA SHRIMP FISHERY (REFTELS B, C, AND 
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D) THAT LICENSES EOR U.S. VESSELS WOULD BE VALID THROUGH 
DECEMBER 31, 1977. JANSSEN INDICATED THAT HE HAD NO 
LATITUDE IN THIS MATTER, SINCE DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEN BY 
BELGIAN EOREIGN MINISTER SIMONET AND EC COMMISSIONER 
GUNDELACH THAT LICENSES ISSUED BY THE GOB WOULD BE VALID 
ONLY THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, WHEN THE GOB WILL RELINQUISH 
FORMAL LICENSING AUTHORITY TO THE COMMISSION. 
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2. IN SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WITH COMMISSION EISHERY 
OEFICIAL MARCUSSEN, MISSION OEFICER REPEATED ARGUMENT 
IN PARA 1 ABOVE, RECALLED MARCUSSEN'S PREVIOUS ASSURANCE 
(PARA 4-B REETEL B) THAT LICENSES WOULD BE VALID UNTIL 
END OE YEAR AND EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT POTENTIAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE INCONVENIENCE OE HAVING TO REPEAT LICENSING 
PROCEDURE IN SEPTEMBER. MARCUSSEN SAID HE COULD NOT 
RECALL HAVING GIVEN SUCH ASSURANCE AND INDICATED THAT 
HIS VIEW WAS THAT LICENSES SHOULD BE VALID ONLY THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 30. HE SAID THAT COMMISSION WOULD, NEVERTHE- 
LESS, ATTEMPT TO EXPEDITE ISSUANCE PROCEDURE IN SEPTEMBER. 

3. COMMENT: IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT, ON THE BASIS OE THE 

EC'S OWN REGULATIONS, US VESSELS SHOULD BE ENTITLED NOW TO 
LICENSES VALID THROUGH DECEMBER 31. CHANGE IN LICENSING 
PROCEDURES, HOWEVER, IS CONSISTENT WITH COMMISSION'S 
DESIRE TO HANDLE ALL ASPECTS OE EXTERNAL EISHERY POLICIES. 
(BELGIANS HAVE IN FACT SHOWN LITTLE RELISH EOR GETTING 
INVOLVED IN ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECTS OF LICENSING.) IE THE 
COMMISSION DOES, IN FACT, LIMIT PROCEDURE IN SEPTEMBER 
TO A SIMPLE PROCESS OE BLANKET REAPPROVAL OF BELGIAN 
LICENSES, WE SEE NO PARTICULAR PROBLEM. MISSION INTENDS 
TO CONVEY TO COMMISSION OUR EXPECTATION THAT THEY WILL 
PURSUE SIMPLEST POSSIBLE PROCEDURES IN RE-ISSUING LICENSES 
IN SEPTEMBER. END COMMENT. 
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4. JANSSEN INTRODUCED ADDITIONAL NEW ELEMENT INTO 
LICENSING QUESTION WHEN HE TOLD MISSION OEEICER THAT 
INEORMATION ON ENGINE POWER WOULD ALSO BE REQUIRED EOR 
SUBMISSION OE LICENSE APPLICATIONS. MISSION OEFICER 
POINTED OUT THAT NEITHER EC REGULATION (REFTEL C) NOR 
OEFICIALS (REFTEL B) HAVE SPECIEIED THIS REQUIREMENT TO 
DATE AND THAT, SINCE THIS WAS THE EIRST TIME THE U.S. HAD 
BEEN INFORMED OE THE NEED EOR THIS INFORMATION, THERE WOULD 
UNDOUBTEDLY BE ADDITIONAL DELAY IN COMPILING DATA, 

EURTHER SETTING BACK SUBMISSION OF LICENSE REQUESTS. 

JANSSEN RECOMMENDED THAT WE DISCUSS MATTER NEXT WEEK WITH 
COMMISSION OEEICIAL IN CHARGE OF PROCESSING LICENSE APPLI- 
CATIONS (BATTERSBY-WHO IS OUT OE TOWN FOR LONG WEEKEND), 
POINTING OUT THAT DATA ON ENGINE POWER NOT REQUIRED BY 
REGULATION. WE WILL ADVISE DEPARTMENT OF RESULT OE OUR 
TALKS WITH BATTERSBY. HINTON 
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